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This contemporary biography series profiles the lives of some of today’s most prominent
newsmakers; whether covering contributions and achievements or notorious deeds, books in
this series examine why these well-known people garner public attention.; This biography covers
the life and career of hip-hop musician Wyclef Jean. Born into poverty on island of Haiti, Jean
has come a long way from a barefoot boy who found himself surrounded by music and magic. As
a former member of the Fugees, he is partially responsible for the history-making album The
Score and is a multiplatinum recording artist in his own right. He has become a symbol of Haitian
national pride and a generous philanthropist.; Offering insight into the lives of people who have
made an impact in the modern era, People in the News volumes are sure to be of interest to
students researching current topics and popular culture. Through quotations from the individual
profiled as well as from friends, supporters, and critics, readers learn how these men and
women view themselves as well as how other regard them. Each book in this series includes
sidebars, photographs, annotated bibliographies, timelines, and comprehensive indexes.

About the AuthorAmy Shields is an editor, author, and advocate of children’s books in every size,
shape, color, genre, and age. As an editor Amy has worked for many companies, including
Disney, Simon & Schuster, and National Geographic. As an author Amy loves writing
informational books for kids. She has written craft books, beginning readers, and question-and-
answer books, and is working on a non-fiction graphic book for little kids. Amy lives in upstate
New York, and is a member of the New York Library Association.Kathy Ross is a well-known
children’s crafts writer and editor. She is a preschool consultant for Highlights for Children. She
lives in Alpine, California. --This text refers to the hardcover edition.
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ForewordFame and celebrity are alluring. People are drawn to those who walk in fame's
spotlight, whether they are known for great accomplishments or for notorious deeds. The lives of
the famous pique public interest and attract attention, perhaps because their experiences seem
in some ways so different from, yet in other ways so similar to, our own.Newspapers, magazines,
and television regularly capitalize on this fascination with celebrity by running profiles of famous
people. For example, television programs such as Entertainment Tonight devote all their
programming to stories about entertainment and entertainers. Magazines such as People fill
their pages with stories of the private lives of famous people. Even newspapers,



newsmagazines, and television news frequently delve into the lives of well-known personalities.
Despite the number of articles and programs, few provide more than a superficial glimpse at
their subjects.Lucent's People in the News series offers young readers a deeper look into the
lives of today's newsmakers, the influences that have shaped them, and the impact they have
had in their fields of endeavor and on other people's lives. The subjects of the series hail from
many disciplines and walks of life. They include authors, musicians, athletes, political leaders,
entertainers, entrepreneurs, and others who have made a mark on modern life and who, in many
cases, will continue to do so for years to come.These biographies are more than factual
chronicles. Each book emphasizes the contributions, accomplishments, or deeds that have
brought fame or notoriety to the individual and shows how that person has influenced modern
life. Authors portray their subjects in a realistic, unsentimental light. For example, Bill Gates—
cofounder of the software giant Microsoft—has been instrumental in making personal computers
the most vital tool of the modern age. Few dispute his business savvy, his perseverance, or his
technical expertise, yet critics say he is ruthless in his dealings with competitors and driven more
by his desire to maintain Microsoft's dominance in the computer industry than by an interest in
furthering technology.In these books, young readers will encounter inspiring stories about real
people who achieved success despite enormous obstacles. Oprah Winfrey—one of the most
powerful, most watched, and wealthiest women in television history—spent the first six years of
her life in the care of her grandparents while her unwed mother sought work and a better life
elsewhere. Her adolescence was colored by pregnancy at age fourteen, rape, and sexual
abuse.Each author documents and supports his or her work with an array of primary and
secondary source quotations taken from diaries, letters, speeches, and interviews. All quotes
are footnoted to show readers exactly how and where biographers derive their information and
provide guidance for further research. The quotations enliven the text by giving readers
eyewitness views of the life and accomplishments of each person covered in the People in the
News series.In addition, each book in the series includes photographs, annotated
bibliographies, timelines, and comprehensive indexes. For both the casual reader and the
student researcher, the People in the News series offers insight into the lives of today's
newsmakers—people who shape the way we live, work, and play in the modern age.

IntroductionWho Is Wyclef Jean?As a teenager in Newark, New Jersey, Wyclef Jean was known
as Speedy for his ability to jet away from trouble. He and his friends had a penchant for petty
crime—shoplifting, skipping school, and breaking into apartments. Once, Jean tried to hold-up a
convenience store with a shotgun. (The store owner took the gun and marched Jean home.) He
was trying to emulate the image of the gangsta rapper in the 1980s. He sneaked out of his house
—where rap was forbidden—to listen to the latest hip-hop tracks at his uncle's house nearby
and honed his skills free-style rapping.Meanwhile, on Sundays, Jean would appear strumming a
guitar and singing with his siblings in front of the congregation of his father's church. He also
studied the work of jazz legends, learned to read sheet music, and mastered some fifteen



instruments, including the accordion. These are but a few of the contradictions that make Wyclef
Jean the multifaceted, surprising individual he is known for being today.Jack of All TradesAll of
his life, Jean knew he wanted to be a performer but refused to be limited to just one genre or
style. He wanted to create his own style out of all the music—rap, jazz, blues, rock, gospel,
Caribbean—he loved. The first music he loved was the drums played in the Haitian village where
he was born. He grew up poor in Haiti; so poor he often attended school barefoot. Once in
America, he watched his parents struggle to stay afloat financially and keep their children safe
from the gangs that roamed the projects. His father, a preacher, forbade any secular music in the
house, so Jean would sneak out to listen to rap.Jean's brand of hip-hop music has been
influenced by a range of musical genres, from soul and funk to classical and country.And yet,
somehow, Jean managed, as part of the hop-hop group the Fugees, to record The Score, an
album that broke record sales and remains a gold standard of hip-hop quality. Released in 1996,
this record was heralded as the future of the genre, and the Fugees a group that would liberate
hip-hop from its niche as an underground sound and make it universally appealing. It also made
this barefoot boy from Haiti into a multimillionaire, jet-setting around the globe and filming videos
on private beaches.Just as he was as a child, the grown-up Jean refused to be pinned down.
Jean wrote, sang, rapped, played guitar and keyboards, and produced tracks as a member of
the Fugees. The group itself was a genre-bending crew that mixed soul, funk, and hip-hop. Jean
refused to be defined by any one role or style. Alec Foege of Rolling Stone calls him “a musical
jack-of-all trades.”1 After breaking with the Fugees and pursuing a solo career, he continued to
refuse to limit himself. His solo work blends multiple influences, and he collaborates with
musicians who work in jazz, country, classical, and even—in one instance—as professional
wrestlers. Rap purists dismiss this mixing as gimmicky, but Jean shrugs it off. “I say the future of
the world is eclecticism,” he told Pete Lewis of Blues and Soul. “It's either you join us or we
swallow you!”2A Remade . . . and Remade . . . and Remade ManIn addition to constantly moving
through musical genres, Jean keeps remaking his own image. In his 2001 international
charttopping single, “Perfect Gentleman,” he celebrates partying in strip clubs, but in his 2010
presidential campaign he laid out a serious platform of reforms for Haiti. He advocates for
economic equality, yet owns a Hummer with a built-in aquarium he fills with sharks on special
occasions.He began his career as a gangsta rapper at odds with his Christian father; he now
sings about peace and unity while posting “Sunday sermons” on his blog. He feels comfortable
morphing both his style and his substance. “When you want a fresh start, you cut off all your hair,
and whatever baggage you have, you can start over,”3 he told Kathie Klarreich of Time
magazine by way of explaining why he had shaved his trademark dreadlocks in 2006.Often
referring to himself in the third person, he loves telling colorful stories of his exploits as a
teenager breaking into houses, getting shot in the leg, and surviving epic punishments from a
father who did not approve of his son's taste in music. He sometimes thinks of himself in biblical
terms. After the Fugees broke up, for example, he deflected criticism that he contributed to the
strife by comparing himself to the crucified Jesus.The Prodigal Son ReturnsIn 2010, Jean



remade himself again as a hero in Haiti. Rushing back to his native country after an earthquake
devastated the island nation, he dug corpses out of the rubble and found graves for the
unnamed dead. He launched a global campaign to raise funds for and awareness of Haiti's
plight and spoke passionately about the need for relief on major news networks.To the world's
surprise, he announced he would run for president of Haiti, likening his return to Haiti to Moses's
return to Egypt. “Hip-hop music, more than most pop genres, is something of a pulpit,” remarked
Tim Padgett in Time. “So it's little wonder that one of the form's icons, Haitian-American
superstar Wyclef Jean, is the son of a Nazarene preacher — or that he likens himself, as a child
of the Haitian diaspora [migration], to a modern-day Moses, destined to return and lead his
people out of bondage.”4 The Haitian election board, however, did not quite see it that way, and
they barred Jean from running, saying he did not meet the residency requirements.Jean speaks
about the plans for his charity, Yele Haiti, to provide relief and assistance to the people of his
home country after it was hit by a devastating earthquake in January 2010.A Fresh StartEven
with a failed presidential bid, Jean has much to be proud of. His music has not only netted him
critical acclaim as a soulful musician and a savvy producer but also great wealth. He is
estimated to have a personal net worth of $50 million. He is also an individual who is taken
seriously by politicians and pundits. He has done a score of interviews with CNN on the
condition of Haiti and serves as an ambassador of his native land. He created a foundation that
raised some $9 million in the immediate aftermath of the 2010 earthquake in Haiti and is
currently working on education and job-creation programs.But Jean is not ready to rest on his
laurels; instead, he is considering what his next step will be. In 2009 he said, “I feel like my
career is just getting started.”5 At the time he was experimenting with scoring music and
considering writing scores for movies. In 2012 he was at work on his ninth studio album, Feel
Good Music, and insists it cannot be categorized by genre.
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